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~ An Apt Tool in Government
Jo important than ita decision In the
lation oaae s the fact that the
Bervics Commission made s decinlon.
- WAS & body apparsntly left helpless
b Inw. Whils New Jersay was rejoloing
the mnnouncement of a muspension of
Propo new rates by Ita commission,
\ ala wae dumfounded to learn that
% was grave doubt of the authority
‘sommission to order a similar suspeh-

exigenoy our own body uocted with
vigor and energy. It rofumed to

an it might so easily have done, but
the bull by the horns, Inaugurated an
Inquiry Into the maeritd of the

and, with a promptitude the more sat-

£ because so unusual in America, an-

d its conolusion three days In advance

s date sst for the Imposition of the new

| commigsion iden has been shown at Its
R It Is an excellent instrument for the
quisk settlement of momentous lssues which
walt without injustice either to the
or others. When actuated by high
which promoteand encourages energy,
HEh & commisaion fits nicely into the acheme
' e tio government, takes up the aluck
o mplendid tool. It comes down,
to & questian of personnel, which in all
tion in the final factor In success
lure.

he decinion itself, which will be aeccepted
&- ' good apirit, reads out of the proposed
Ma thelr most objectionable features. Tt
mlso, as was expected, the right
the roads to impose some minor In-
mes. The average commuter was aequl-
Int on this point, but bitterly objected to
radical changes contemplated. He han
Protected from body blows and can
nd the rest. It Is a great victory for c¢on-
movemonts among the people In pro-
on of thelr rights and privileges. It Is
R greater triumph for the Public Berviocs
} which, In a firat real test, has
ply demonstrited (ta power to do the mer-

expected of It,

_ Strengthen the National Guard
¥ FAR the canlest and least objection-
able mothod of bullding up an adequate
for national defense Is to strengthen
Natlonnl Guard of the several Common-
h At present Naw York ls the only
& that has conformed to the provislons
Dick bill, and is able to put & full diyi-
| eompletely equipped In all arms, into
SEhR fleld. Ponnmylvania stands next, but has
Mot gquite met all of the requirements. Many
huve been culpably negligent, wund

Attitude (s reprehensible,

the 15,047,347 avallable for milltary
B8 reported by the Adjutant General
Tnited Btates, only 135,478 are now
in the State militis, and many regl-
Rre so Inefliclent that they would be
for quick service. Psnnsylvanin has
2 ofMigers and enlisted men out of 1,100,534

‘»l i)

to bring the Natlonsl Guard up to

1 ot efclency there should be:

F tralning for comminsjcned ofMeers;
‘dehools for noncommissioned officern:
nelon of time for Neld mervice and an-
::'u:-.n:d"." puy for time spent

F TN t rills and arms practice;
Sroation of & militly resorve from the
Who have served thelr term In the

the limited experience miven by Na-

Guard servics In of value to all young

in lmproving their physique, cresting

of prompt obedience and In teaching
e of practical putriotinn.
g —e—

Beware the Bonanza Bait

RE the get-rich-quick operators! A

: has been struck In Colorads,

& to reports, and such a bonanas,

L of the trustees of the Colorado

din that “no coneocter of boom

Kutld bave acourately plotured the

iportions and possibilities of the

"t [}
and we enn settls the sltuntion at Naco withe
out wAr. There would not be any trouble at
All about 1 IF the catfending forves were
not cofivinesd that Washington Is milk and
WALAr mont of Lhe time.
The Naco outrafre Is pecultar. Tt Invalven

an Invanion of national territory that cannot

be countennnced. If tha Nring across the
border does not stop General Bliss has the
means of preventlon at hand, And he should

uss It
—

Poll of Counecils Foreshadowa Vietory

C"\T.!Nmbs is for the Tayler plans  That
In the significant fact revealed by the

Evesivg Labarn poll.  The ohstructionists
are hopelemaly In & minority. Put thres of all
the Councilmen openly admit themselves to
be In oppusition. Thers are 48 noncommittal,
or doubtful, bBut 7 declare that they favor
renl rapld transit instead of plecemen) rapld
Uranelt; that they are for the Taylor plans,
an providing a solution of the whole problam;
that they stand for a metropolitan Philadel.
phia and are ready to vote for what all men
recognies in o precequisite to the fulfilment of
tha oity's destiny,

The majority for the Taylor plans, If all
those who are now noncommittal go Anally
Into the epposition, la § In Select Counell; In
Common Counell, 18, The margin of victory
In ample In both chumbars.

There must be no healtation now, no time
for subterfuge or trickery to confupe the
lssue end jeopardize the undertaking. There
has heen evidence of such tactios alrendy, a
bold and even defiant attempt to draw o red
herring aeross the trail and ruln the whole
transit program by playing one wmection
ngainst another and Introducing elementa of.
tdisvord that ahould be carefully avolded.

It is up to the people aven before It Is up
to Counocils. They must make the demon-
stration of January 14 so slgnifioant that It
will oarry with it the welght of a formal edlot
from the electorate, It must be the unmis-
takable answer of Philadelphlans to the fow
pygmies who stand on the track waving thejr
red flags. The very magnitude of the out-
pouring In January should effectively sllence
and terminate all opposition to A& comprehen«
sive transit plan.

The cobrse of actlon has been marked out,
and is an clear ns the broad highway. Lat
Counclls formally approve the plansand order
an slection whereby the people may authorize
the neceasary loans to begin work., Consld-
orution and approval thereafier by the Pub-
Ho Bervice Commisslon will complete the
requisite legal formalities and the contracts
can be jet.

There need be no hesltation on mccount of
the Unlon Traction Company, The new sys-
tem will be bullt whether It decldes to par-
ticlpate or not. There wil be no trouble find-
ing an operator when there ia something to
operate.

Safeguarding the Dinner Table

NNOUNCEMENT comes from Harrlaburg
Athat A& number of dealers In thin city are
to he prosecuted by the Btate Food Commis-
sloner for selling gont meat under the gulse
of lamb and mutton, Doubtlessa goat ment In
palatablo, as nre horsefleah and muskrat
steaks, but the purchaser should not be hood-
winked by false numes.

Commissioner Foust in to be commended for
koeping up an active and continuous cam-
paign to protect the consumer Sporadic
ralds and ocensional crusaden, during which
nrrests are made by scores, are not nearly
oy effective ar constant watchfulness and
dally activity, Exaotly as the criminal ele-
ment is held In check by contlnuous 34-hour
polloing, mso, too, thosa wunscrupulous food
denlers who resort to adulterations and mls-
branding to defraud the publle should be
kept under constant survelllance and prose-
cuted, whenever detected, without fear or
favor.

The food show In the Reading Terminal
Market has shown that the people of Phila-
delphia have an ampls supply of pure meats
and vegetubles, There Is no room for the
dealer whose only thought s “the main
chance.”

Free the Roads
HILADELPHIA s surrounded by vigilant
sentinels In the form of toll collectors.

They are everywhere, these leviers of tribute,
relics of a period when pecullar clreum-
stances warranted private ownoership of
highways But Pennhsylvanla now s the
richest State in the Unlon, without dabt and
without many tax on real estate. Long ago
private rights in highways should have been
extinguished. It s & question simply of
money, and certalnly there s nothing for
which the Commonwenlth can more properly
expend its revenue than the woqulsition of
the roadways on which people must truvel,

A prerequisite to good roads would seem to
be ownershlp of all roads. To tesr down the
tollgates wnd free the highways would be &
erowning glory for any administration, There
are few tasks to which Dooctor Brumbaugk
and the new Leginlature can more profitably
dedicate themaelves,

e a——

Benator Murtine, who s he If not the man
who mads the primary famous?

The clty spent 35,200,080 on highways thls
year. That i & s0od Lhing, but better still
o the fact that 1t geot value mecaived for
every dollar expended.

A rislng stock market on the first day of
resumed trading ls & Protty good indloation
that the business bLaromeler s awinging rap-
idly from ecloudy to clear

It Colonsl Goothuls culls for torpedoboat
destroyere he neddd them! If Be pesds tham
he will get (hemn; If he gols them Be will
Unow what ta do with them.

JGER—-PHILADELPH

AMERICANS LIKE
"FUSS AND FEATHERS”

Impressive Ceremony Surrounds Presi.
dent’s Personal Appearances Befors
Congress—Galleries Always Crowded.

By EDWARD W, TOWNSEND
HE peoples of monarchies do not bave,
Ak might be suspected that they have,
any monopoly of a lking For oMoial cere-
muonies,

Thin s not

blessed democracy of ours
& thing, an Is whown upon every oppor-
tunity. Just take thix departura of procedure
by President Wilson, In the matter of con-
vaying to Congrean hin recommendations; not
quite k. dopnrturs, bécauss Washinglon sev-
arnl times and Jeffarson, [ think, one (ime,
delivered his message personally to the as-
sembled Congress, 18van In the short time
during which Presldent Wilson has renewod
tils procedure thers has rapldly grown up
about It quite & bit of rather Impressive care.
mony, and how It I8 liked by the public s
shown In the demand for gallery tokets by
thows engar to watch the ceremonies s well
as to hear the Presldent dellver his addross,
Mark you, it Is the President's “addrevs,"” no
longer his “messngs,"
Much Fuas and Feathers
The ofMclal prellniinary to the reception of

"such nn addresa as he may be plensed to de
liver to Congrosd” s the passhge of o rowo-

Jolnt sesmlon of the two houses of Congreans
in the chamber of the House of Hepresenta-
tives at a fixed hour, and this has been half
an hour before the President has indloated
that he would appear. Then the work of the
sergeant-ut-arms and of the doorkeeper of
the Houme begins, The Capitol police, ap-
pearing In thelr freshest of wuniforms and
white gloved, are stationed [n all the cor-
ridors leading to and surrounding the cham-
ber—and that s some corridor, beciuse the
actual chamber In a box bullt within a box,
bullt within another hox—and only those of
the eager and clamoring crowds who fre Fup-
plied with tickets are admitted to the House
floor or the gallery floor, and ws greut pre-
caution Is taken to keep all others out as
You may observe at the entrance door of the
Metropolitan Opern  House upon a Farrar-
Caruso night,

On Tuesday last the galleries were crowded
and nearly every member of the House wos
In his seat, when upon the very second of 1%
o'clock Speaker Clurk's gavel us usunl fell,
and, following his old-fashioned formula, he
enld: ““The House will be in order, and the
Chaplain will lead in prayer'” The firat
three rows of seats on the Houss Noor were
reservoed for the Benators, and about 10 min-
utea before the time set for the arrival of
tha President the doorkeeper of the Senate
appeared at the north entrance to the House
chamber, just within which the doorkeeper
of the Houre awalted him. The Senale door-
keeper solemnly informed the doorkesper thut
the Senate was prepared to enter the House
chamber, and having recelved this necessary
Information the House doorkeeper advancsd
down the big centra alsle a few paces, caught
the eye of Bpeaker Clark and nnnounced in
a good, loud, ringing volee: "The Viee Pres-
ident of the United States and the rmembers
of the Benate of Congress of the United
Btates."

All Necks Craned

The Bpeaker's gavel fell, the members of
the House ross In thelr seats, the north doors
were thrown open and the Vice President
of the United States, escorted by tho ser-
geant-nt-nrms of the Benate and the aeore-
tury of the Henate, entered, followed by the
Senators two by two. The doorkeeper and
his staff showed the Benntors to thelr seats
amid eraning of veoks In the gallerlen and a
whispered chorus of personsl sulutations be-
tween Benators and Representitives,

In the meantime his official attendants
have conducted the Vice President to a chalr
placed for His use by the alde of the Speaker,
and the Speaker arlses and coremonlously
ahakes hands with the Vice Presldent and
they take thelr meats. 'The varlous hikh om-
clnls of both bodies then take thelr deslg-
nated places and the members of the Cab-
Inet ¢nter, Much craning of necks {n the
Eallerten and displays of interest of various
kinds by the members of the House.
Cabinet membors take thelr places to the left
of the Bpeaker, but In seats In rows with the
Benuntors. Every one being seated, the bhush
of expectanoy [8 broken when the Spoiker
and Vice President rise In thelr places, and
the former announces the members of the
commitiee to "“walt upon the President of the
United Statea” And then the Vice Presldent
makes o simnjlar announcement of Senators,
who ure designated to perform slmilar offi-
otal duty. The Democrat, Republican and
Progreasive leaders, that is, Underwood,
Mann and Mordock, apd the chalrman of the
Appropriations and of the Military Affalrs
Committees, Pitagerald and Huay, are named
by the Bpeswker, and those occupying relevant
positiona in the make-up of the Henate aire
named by the Viee Presidént. They gather
in the "well” and proceed by & doar to the
right of the Bpeaker out to a lobhy leading
to the Bpeaker's room, wheare they find the
President and his secretary awaltlng them
There In o formal shaking of hands and Mr.
Underwood Inguires of the Prestdent If he ls
prepared to deltver his address, and Mr, Un-
darwood belng assured by the Fresident that
such is the case, the procesulon !s reformed,
Mr. Underwood and thy President following
the others, and they march back through the
same corridor: but to a door leading from the
corridor to the left of the Bpealker,

The President Entors
Do not ask why this “right door'” and this
“left dooy,” betause I would have to Inguire
in turn gf some dillgent sesrcher for prece-
dents who discovered that thus it was when
last & Prealdopt entered the chamber of the
Houus of Representativea to read o LR o)
The doorkeepsr sl the moment of My Wil-
Bop's eniranes prooletms, “The President of
the United Miutew!™ Regresentatives and
Benators rlac and (hews ln n generous won-
Fartisan applase.
While the vigorous band clappiag ls stiil
Bolng on the Preslden!, bawing
Kravely. goes up

without o very strong sest for that mort of |

lutlon on u preceditig day arranging for a |
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the members of Congress take thelr seats.
Then the Prosident steps to the middle of
the platform, lnys his printed address on the
rending clerk’s desk before him nnd takes
n comprehenslve survey of his eritieal audl-
ence, aets his jaw o lttle fAirmly and bogins,
“Gentlemen of the Congress."

OFFENSES AGAINST OUR CITY

Shall We Have Election Frauds and Rotten
Boroughs Always With Us?
By THOMAS RAEBURN WHITE
T I8 woll understood, I think, that the
Committes of Beventy will continue and

incroase Its actlve work In prosecuting ballot
and reglstration frouds. 1 fear that such
frauds nre again on the Increass, More sup-
port should e glven the committee In ita
efforts to atamp them out, The work of sueh
n citizen body, nonpartisan In charaster, Is
absclutely necessary to keep the rclections
pure; but to be succeaxful the work must
also be supported by the cltizens at large.
not only with financial support but by activa
co-operation and interest In the eloction divi-
wlons where they live. In no other wuy c¢an
offenders he brought to Justice

Ar n striking Initance of the character of
work which oftizens should do I am templed
to refor to the fact that a few yeurs ago Dr.
Taleott Willlams came at Wis own exponso
from Narth Carolina, where hie had gone for
hia vacution, In order to appear a8 a witness
before . Grand Jury which was nhout to con-
slder the case of 4 Negro ucoused of voling
{llagully. He came not only because he falt
he should glve his evidence, but also hetausy
he deemed it unfair to postpone the hraring,
Be the man was confined In prison, If we
had o thousand such eltlgens distributed over
the ety there would be no election frand,

Although 1 cannot speak for the commities,
I feel wura that at the coming Logls'ature it
will centre dattentlion agaln upon the neces-
sity of enacting laws to do away with po-
called “asslstance to voters,” the worst form
of slection crime now committed, and to
eliminate from the ballot the party square,
which might properly be called n device to
éncourage lazy and lgnorant voting

The committee has also announced that It
will actively support & law for the reform of
Clty Councils, We now have a system of
“rotien horoughs' as bad wa anything of that
kind England ever knew. Thore Ilsa no ex-
cumse for ir, nor for a cumhbersemes body of 182
membera to do work which would be much
better doge by one-tenth of that number,
aven i thoy were selected by lot from the
present members of Councils, This does not
suggout u commisslon form of government,
nor doen It eontemplate materially ehauging
the powers of Councils or of any of the ex-
ecutive oMoers: It contemplates nothing more
than subistituling o well.orgunised body of
reasonable sige for a poorly Organised body
which ts cumbered by Ite own numbers. An.
otrar provislon, however, the law whould con-
tain, and that is one muaking It impoasble
for w Councllman to hold any other puble
affice of prefit. Councilmon sheu'd vote as
they think, not aa they, think those who gave
them thele employment want ar expsct them
1o vote,

L do not now think of any other laws which
the Cormmities of Bevenly lntends to push st
ths caming sedsion. A stmple program with-
out undertaking too much, seers (0 he beat

THE STANDARD BEARER
(Hr Bdward Verney of Croydes)

&
“How csn I bell” Sir Edward said,
“whuhrmrumwthawmwm

Cromwell sianda for the people's cauus,
Charlss s ceowied by thy lawa,
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| themselves, and studiously hostile

GETTING A NICKEL’S WORTH OF TRANSIT :_'

How the People of Boston Conﬁul Their Transportation Syst_(‘.m, Coms _
pelling Its Management to Adapt Its Service to Changing Needs.

By BURTON KLINE

trated an article with the first photographs
ever taken by u kodak camera for newspaper
purposed, The reporter who took them and
wiote the article was describing the longest
stroet-car ride for 6 cents In the whole coun-
try. He took his pletures, and took his ride,
in Boston.

You have your choice aa to which was the
nitra nolable fent, the plttures or the ride.
But If photography could boast of such things
in Its precocious Infancy, so could the Boaton
transit system. The fact |s, the systém came
into being In answer ta a demand for just
such rides. Defore 1884 Boston fretted and
wrote letters to the editor, In condemnation of
the usual jungle of competing Hnes. Their
arrangements were Ingenlously imperfect in
o emch
other. Among them, the proud Bostonlan
whe ventured abroad on their ralls was nan
object of plty, of derision, of wusplelon. They
treated him not as he plenased but as they
plensed, and thoy did it—and to a Bostonlan!
-—with Impunity.

A Well Trained Corporation

That was In 1884, Bloce then the pride of
manhood has more than returned to the Hoas-
tonlar, He regards the Boston Elevated—he
certivinly treats It—as his private property.
It feeds out of his hand;, or he knows the rea-
son why not. He hos tnught It not margly o
pelighed demeanor, from the ofMicers who post
nolices in the cara to the buttened knights
who take his nickels at the door; he has
taught it polished Engliash as well, Public
notices Lthat olsewhers curtly say “"No amok-
Ing," wrsume an almost cringing clvility In
rtations of the Boston Elevated, The cun-
ductor politely exhorts you to “Leave the car
by the pearer door,” and addregsss your wife
as “madum” more often than “landy.”

NMossibly the Boston Elevatsd would hawva
reached this state of civillantion unaided
But ihe Bostonlan has certulnly given ald In
Hberal measure, He has made his elevated
rond & contemporary of himself, He demunds
of it Hitculean improvements and extensions
~nnd Fe geis them. He wants mopre and more
for bis njckel—pnd gets It, He wants this
dane with a minimum of political chicanery—
and It In done. The Boaton Blevated is with-
out doubt the most admirably trained wild
cniporation ever hroken and hrought Into the
sarvioe of 1nan.

Polities Out of It

Today (he Boston Elevated may no longer
halé the honorables reenrd for the longest ride
fur & plekel, since the New York subway
underinkes 1o help n passsnger sscape from
Brooklyn to the Bronz-—or to the Bronxes—
fur § eents, worth 1t or not, But the B, B
bas held that record for & very honorabls
period, and It has other records even more
honorable and profitable. It operited the
firat gubway In Americh, und ong of the first
in the world, It has hed only ons serious
atrike In lte Blstory of 30 years. It hendles
nearly wa many million people o yeur us does
New York. and with a miraculoys sinlmum
of goeidont snd delay. If It has dabbled In
politics, it has dond 0 with & marvelous

S(_h!\lr-: years ago a Boston newspaper illus-

up with another surface car that may thread |
miles away into the Middlesex Molla,

And your original nickel does It all, Thers
is only one place where you may not go for a
nickal on the Boston system. It {s Ingeniously
denigned, oven dinbolleally contrived, to dae
feat the cheat or the loverthrifty person, It 8
will not take you Into town, and then take |8
you back home again, for your miserable §
cent, The interlncings of the system are
wonderful, It Is (ruthfully said that you can
Atart anywhers and land at any other plage
in Boston, for b cents—provided you know e
Where you are golng, and what is more, how
to wet there. To that end vou are furnished
Innumerabls maps and dingrams But you
tannot get back home for your nickel; they
have neen to that.

At one time, several yearn Ago, the Boston
Elevated was figured to have stacked up
ngalngt It over $40,000,000 of tmprovemoents.
For years the service between Cambeidge and
Boston had lagged behind the requirements.
For years there was elamor in Cambridge for
an elevated and o quicker service, But Cam-
bridge, In spite of It reputation, s & know-
Ing place, and before an enlightencd age and
a doclle street-car corporntion eould draw
Up plans for an elevated road; Cambridge
had hit upon the underground (des. Alter
that nothing would please Cambridge but &
subway. In valn were pleadings on the sube
Ject of expensas, {

A Model of Service

The wubway Is thers, not quite mso nlckel-
plated as the Metro in Parls, but othery iss &
model of service, thut takes the Harvard
student from Harvard 8quare and the tidium
of n college career to Park sirest and Mrs,
Flake, three milen, in § minutes,

The remarkable effect of that thres miles
of tunnel upon real estate deve opitent ovar
the whole north of Boston, not ta mention
the change It hus wrought in the ltmrulo of
Harvard, would make a novel, And there |a
anotner subway bullding, o longer one, Lo
Dor¢hestar, And a subway conneeling the
ol 'Tremont street subway with the singu-
larly tarawny convenlance of the Houth Bta-
tion—that, too, 1a bullding. B0 arse other ex-
tensions bullding,

Perhaps you would even llke a few figures,
The Hoaton Blevated operates 501 miles of
trackage of all elovationa—aurfage, elevaled
and sublerranesn, It runs 368 carm o ML
various overhead or underground require-
menta. In one year (1913.18) I carpled 334,-
360,863 passengers. Posalbly 200,000,000  of
these paasengers were entirely sutisfied. Pos:
uibly 380,000 of the unsatidfied were merely
chronle kickers, Hvery now sod then Hrook-
line grows extremely Tussy at haying to wait
18 minutes for a partloular car. A aurpriss
Ingly small number of persous had & just. .
srievance agalost (he serviee Fosaltly 0.

Strangely, the Hoston Elevated dosen't
EWn any of Its underground waym; it rents
them from Blate and city, Doss thay account
for tha general abeence of political Jocheylog
for street franchises and the lkey Posaibly,
But in the maln, no, Boston has sn excel-
lont trmaalt eystem—why? Because Rostom
inslata upon having it, wnd haviog it right
Any city could bave the like if It would, The |
Boston Elevated hag a sommodity to sell

If your hardware m y
13 {

s hardwars to be
company

there |a
upon  gelting  honost :

thon,

whose fault s bt if ' : ™
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Boston learned (hat >
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